
Credenhill 

A Walk through time 
 

The parish of Credenhill has a rich history of human activity that begins with prehistory and     

continues through to today.  From the Bronze/Iron Age hillfort; to the site of the Roman town of 

Magnis; to the Medieval church of St Mary’s, and the First World War munitions depot, Credenhill 

has a diverse history. 

Why not discover this history for yourself and explore the Parish trails! 

Pick up your own copy of the heritage trail map, and find out more about things to see and the history of Credenhill with the Ancient Credenhill       

publication, available from Credenhill Parish Council and the Credenhill Social Club. 

The trails follow established public rights of way. 
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Munition bunkers, constructed in November 1916 to support 

Rotherwas National Filling Factory in Hereford, were located 

within what is now the Roman Park Playing Fields.  Although the 

structures have been removed, during dry periods the location of 

the buried foundations and the supporting road are visible as 

parch marks.  It was the parching of the grass, that also led to 

the discovery of a 1st-4th century AD Romano-British site,       

situated within a rectangular ditched enclosure. Excavations in 

2014 and 2016 indicated at least two phases to the site.  The 

first phase is dated between the late 1st and mid-2nd century AD 

and represented a potters’ yard.  The second phase witnessed 

the closure of the potters’ yard and the establishment of a high 

status farm arranged around a courtyard. 
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1975 aerial photograph showing the foundations of the munition    

bunkers as white lines in the park.  The site of a Roman         

farmstead is also visible (centre right). Courtesy of Herefordshire 

Council’s Historic Environment Record (1975 RC8 BC 99) 
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The Roman town of Magnis was founded by c.100AD at the  

crossroads of Watling Street West (the main road through       

Credenhill) established by the Roman Army almost 50 years   

earlier.  The town survived for some 400 years before it was  

gradual abandoned for the new settlement of Hereford.  At its 

height Magnis supported high status town houses, a baths     

complex, temples, industrial units and shops. The location of the 

defensive wall built around the core of the town in the 4th century 

is still partially visible as an earthwork beneath the modern 

hedgerows. 

By the time of the Norman Conquest in 1066 the town of Magnis 

had fallen out of use, replaced by the Anglo-Saxon village of      

Credenhill.  The 1086 Domesday Survey describes Credenhill as 

divided between the Canons of Hereford and Hugh l’Asne.    

Combined, the settlement was worth 50 shillings, contained three 

plough teams and two villagers (peasants with the most land).  In 

all, the settlement consisted of 4 hides (480 acres) of land.  The 

12th century church of St Mary’s is one of the last medieval  

structures within the village. 

Before the arrival of the Romans to Britain, the population       

consisted of hundreds, if not thousands of tribal groups.  Within 

this region the local tribe was known as the Dobunni.  The hillfort 

located at the summit of Credenhill Park Wood was one of their 

settlements. Enclosed by a massive bank and ditch earthwork, 

the interior would have been a centre for trading, storage and the 

seat of government. 

The footpath here follows the course of the Roman Road, built by 

army on their arrival to the area whilst campaigning against the 

native British tribes and their leader Caratacus, in around 47AD.  

The road not only allowed for the quick movement of forces, but 

its construction aided the travel of merchants and civilians alike.  

This road formed the main street of the later town of Magnis, and 

connected it to the Roman town at Worcester. 

An artists impression of the Roman town of Magnis in about 350AD. 

By Brian Byron copyright Herefordshire Museum Service 

An artists impression of the high status farmstead excavated in 2016.  

By Robin Gray copyright Community Heritage and Archaeology    

Consultancy 

An artists impression of the interior of the Iron Age hillfort in 

Credenhill Park Wood. copyright WTPL/Brian Byron 

The medieval church of St Mary’s, Credenhill.  


